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Why carpet?  

• Bulky, takes up landfill space 

• Recyclable 

• SC outlets – recovery and recycling 

• Industry employs 122 in SC 

 

 



 

 

Stakeholders  

• State Government 

• University 

• Industry 

• Local Governments 
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CRC Website 

www.scdhec.gov/carpet 



 

Success Story 
 

• Began May 2012 when the recycler placed a trailer at 
the site.   

• 18 percent tipping fee cost savings of $5 per ton. 

• The recycler picks up within 24 to 48 hours with a 
load minimum of 15 tons.   

• To date, this program has recycled 360.20 tons of 
carpet and 63.53 tons of padding for a total of 
423.73 tons.  

• It is estimated that three days of Class 2 landfill 
airspace has been saved. 

 

 



 

Success Story 
Union County  

• Started March 2012 with the carpet recycler placing a 
53-foot trailer at Union County’s dock.  

• Trained attendants on carpet recycling and informed 
retailers and installers.  

• Newspaper article was used to provide information on 
carpet recycling in the county. 

• Carpet is stored in old oil sheds.  

• Uses a truck, trailer, one employee and two inmates.  

• Program challenges  – not enough carpet, carpet with 
trash, loading the maximum weight and wet carpet.   

• Results:  Recycled 36 tons of carpet.  

 



 

Do Your Part  

• Start a carpet recycling program. 

• Use DHEC grants for carpet recycling. 

• Partner with counties in your area. 

• Use the resources.  
 



For more information: 
 

 

 

Stacey Washington 

stacey.washington@dhec.sc.gov 

803-898-1329 


